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A TEMPLE EXCURSION. 


One of the most unique and pleasant excursions of the season, and quite | 
new in its character, was one to Brigham City recently, the party consisting 
of the Salt Lake Temple people and a few invited guests, the First Presi- 
dency, the Presiding Bishop and one or two others, besides those regularly 
engaged in that sacred house. To President Lorenzo Snow belongs the 
credit and the honor of originating the idea of such an appropriate holi- 
day rest and entertainment. Everything had been planned beforehand. 
The party was to visit Brigham City and places adjacent, and the Saints 
in that vicinity were delighted to have this opportunity of welcoming to 
their generous hospitality, the venerable President of the Church, and his 
Counselors as also his immediate friends, and brethren and sisters Temple 
workers, and their own revered President Lorenzo Snow, who for so many 
years had been the leading spirit in everything connected with the welfare 
of the people in that Stake of Zion, spiritual and temporal. 

Leaving Salt Lake City at three p.m., July 22, the train pulled out amid 
cheers and parting salutes of bystanders who had come to see the party 
off. The day was fine, but a thunder storm came up, and when the party 
reached Brigham City the rain was pouring. Horses and carriages were 
waiting, but the hundreds of children who had come out in white, with - 
flags and banners were obliged to retreat to the opera-house for shelter ; 
however, when the long line of carriages was ready and began the line of 
march the storm had abated, and the children were ranged in line each 
side along the way, bowing, smiling and waving their banners, and salut-— 
ing President Woodruff and the party, who in return saluted them from 
the carriages in passing. After driving through the principal streets and 
counter-marching, the party were taken to the place where provision had 
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been made to entertain them respectively, and feasted and rested until 
evening, when an old-fashioned party was held in the dancing-hall of the 
opera-house, which was handsomely decorated for the occasion. The music 
was,ex cellent, and there were some wonderful old-time memories awakened 
as the brethren and sisters participated in the square cotilions, minuets, 
Scotch reels, Roger de Coverly, etc. Brother Dunbar had his bagpipes 
along, and everywhere he amused and interested the company by way of 
variety. In fact we remarked several times that he was like the king’s 
jester, “so witty and full of originality.” Miss Salmon gave “The Massa- 
acre of Zoroaster” admirably, while the singing by the Temple choir and 
@ quartette of local singers, was a charming feature of the evening. 

At nine o'clock, Saturday morning the party were again in carriages en 
route to Mantua; the morning was delightful, the air refreshing after the 
shower of the day previous. At Mantua again hundreds of children 
greeted the party, many of them never having seen President Woodruff or 
his Counselors before. Mantua is beautifully situated in a little peaceful 
vale hemmed in by high mountains. Here the meeting-house was decor- 
ated with flowers and vines and flowering plants and shrubs. The 
streamers above the stand where the Presidency were seated bore a 
“Welcome” in blue and gold letters. Here President Woodruff and both 
his Counselors, also Apostles Lorenzo Snow and Franklin D. Richards, 
made brief and appropriate speeches, encouraging the people and speaking 
in praise of the beautiful farm-homes, the enterprise and thrift manifested 
on every side. 

The dinner at Mantua was a most delightful success. In the larger 
room were six tables, about twenty people being seated at each, and in a 
smaller room we were told there were three tables of about the same seat- 
ing capacity. The great variety and the skilled cooking were indeed no- 
ticeable. Beautiful vases of flowers ornamented the scene, the largest and 
ripest strawberries and cherries added to the effect, and honey in the comb 
white and pure, the most delicious cream, together with all that makes up 
a dinner fit for a king or the most fastidious epicure, were there in abund- 
ance. After dinner President Snow in the most pleasing manner an- 
nounced that toasts and sentiments from the guests would be in order, and 
“opened the ball” himself ina humorous way. This was followed by several 
of the company, some being called for and others responding voluntarily. 
The Bishop of Mantua had his share of congratulations, and everything 
passed off pleasantly. While the party were dining, the school-house was 
filled with children awaiting the return of the Presidency and party, who 
spoke to them for a few minutes previous to leaving on the return trip to 
Brigham City. 

On the way home the party were driven past the reservoir which is on 
the top of a high hill at the mouth of the canyon reached only by a wind- 
ing road. The water is cold and of excellent quality, and in sufficient 
quantity to supply the city. 

A concert in the evening at the opera-house made a fitting finish of the 
day’s enjoyment and festivities. It was a grand affair and the arrange- 
ment for the visitors and guests was quite perfect, as indeed was the 
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entire program from first to last. The concert was given in honor of 
the Salt Lake Temple party. The archway over the platform was artistic- 
ally covered with roses so beautifully arranged that none but an accom- 
plished artist who knew how to make his work effective when viewed from 
the seats in the body of the house, could have made it such a success. The 
perfume of the sweet-scented flowers pervaded the atmosphere of the 
room. When the concert closed the verdict of all was that they had en- 
joyed a most delightful evening. 

Sunday morning dawned beautiful and bright, and early the streets 
began to fill with boys and girls, young men and maidens wending their 
way from all parts of the city towards the meeting-house, where at ten 
o'clock, the Sunday school exercises began. 

President Woodruff and his counselors George Q. Cannon (Supt. of 
Sunday schools) and Joseph F. Smith, and President Lorenzo Snow, 
Apostle F. D. Richards, President Rudger Clawson and counselors of Box 
Elder Stake, were in the stand. Other brethren and sisters of the visitors 
were on the platform, and the sight was indeed a charming and glorious 
one. The body of the house was like a flower garden but far more effec- 
tive because instead of flowers only, there were the intelligent faces of 
many hundreds of children, the “Hope of Israel,” their bright eyes beam- 
ing with joy and happiness. There were some exercises excellently ren- 
dered, both in singing and recitation, but the time was mostly occupied 
by the First Presidency who made brief addresses and asked a few ques- 
tions suited to the occasion. 

At two p.m. the Tabernacle was filled with the grown people who had 
given place to the children in the morning, and the preaching by the 
First Presidency was solemn and impressive, and full of encouragement 
and hope to those who were trying to live their religion and to follow the 
Savior’s teaching. President Woodruff and his counselors seemed filled 
with the Holy Spirit and with a desire to bless and comfort the people, 
and it must have been exceedingly gratifying to the Saints in Box Elder 
Stake to have an opportunity of hearing the aged and venerable President 
speak of his long and wonderful experience in proclaiming the Gospel 
from almost the commencement of this work, and of his intimate asso- 
ciations with the Prophet Joseph, his Brother Hyrum and many of the 
Apostles who have passed behind the vail. President Woodruff’s sermon 
seemed almost like testimony from the spirit world. 

Notwithstanding all the precious things that were said during the 
morning and afternoon services, the evening meeting was even more in- 
tensely interesting, and will never be forgotten by those who were present. 
The singing was particularly appropriate and elevating. The stand was 
filled with the presiding authorities of the Church and of the Box Elder 
Stake of Zion, Bishops, etc., as well as Elders who were Temple workers. 
Meeting opened with singing the anthem, “I will lift up mine eyes” by 
the Brigham City Choir; prayer by Bishop Valentine; singing “Hymn of 
Praise,” by the Temple Choir. President Snow announced that there 
would be short speeches from one to five minutes by the Temple workers 
including himself. 
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_ Bishop John R. Winder was the first speaker. He was followed by Elder 

John Nicholson chief recorder, Elders Hiram Groesbeck, N. W. Jones, 
James Sharp, W. W. Riter, Jos. H. Dean, Bishop Romney, Elder William 
Salmon, Bishop Sheets, Elder Theodore McKean, Elders W. C. Dunbar, 
McAllister and L. A. Wilson, Sisters Zina D. H. Young, B. W. Smith and 
Minnie J. Snow, each of whom spoke effectively for a few minutes, after 
which Elders Samuel W. Richards and Adolph Madson made short speeches. 

‘President Woodruff addressed himself to the large congregation most 
impressively- by asking the question “Of all the millions of the inhabit- 
ants of earth, who among them are assured that the judgments of God 
will not overtake them?” He answered “None but those who have the 
priesthood and are entitled to its blessings and privileges. The Lord has 
commenced his work of pouring out judgments on the earth as has been 
prophesied by inspired men. The powers of the air are more destructive 
than ever, and this means something. The Priesthood has power and the 
heavens will listen to the prayers of those holding the holy Priesthood. 
Great changes are at our doors and many who are present and their chil- 
dren will live to see them.” 

' President Woodruff seemed filled to overflowing with the spirit of 
prophecy and solemnly testified that the angels had left the portals on 
high and were now among the nations of the earth. His remarks were 
full of. inspiration and the spirit of prophecy, and the impression made 
upon the congregation can never be effaced from the memory of those who 
listened to his voice on that wonderful occasion. President George Q. 
Cannon also bore a powerful testimony. The meeting was closed with the 
entire assembly singing the Doxology. Apostle Franklin D. Richards 
pronounced the Benediction. 

. Monday morning the company proceeded in carriages to Willard City, 
stopping a few moments at Three Mile Creek where the Sunday School 
children and their teachers had gathered with flags and banners to wel- 
come the President and party. The Presidency responded, greeting the 
children happily, and the party wended their way to Willard, arriving in 
time for the meeting at ten o'clock. The meeting-house was beautifully 
decorated with mottoes, banners and flowers, and the people were assembled 
and waiting. The exercises were very pleasing, consisting of music, vocal 
and instrumental], and addresses were made by the Presidency. Brother. 
Dunbar brought out his bagpipes, and Mrs. Hull sang “My Western 
Home,” very expressively. “The Sleigh Ride” by the Willard City Choir, 
was heartily applauded. There are some very fine voices among that 
choir. The dinner given in the City Hall was an immense success; here 
again the tables were loaded with every variety of fruit, vegetables, etc., 
and a display of dainty cooking, the hall and tables being decorated for 
the occasion. 

A photographer was on hand with his apparatus and the company as a 
whole, seated at the table, was photographed. 

After dinner the party met the children in the meeting-house, and the 
Presidency addressed them in their usual kind and fatherly manner. At 
Willard the party took the train for Salt Lake City. : 
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‘The whole affair was peculiarly interesting and entertaining. Nothink 
happened to mar the pleasure of the party, the greatest harmony prevailed 
in all the diversified gatherings, and it will long be remembered as an 
important and pleasurable event.— Woman’s Exponent. 


HIGH PRAISE FROM A VISITOR. 


THE Deseret Neve contains the following praise of the Salt Lake City 
Tabernacle Choir :— 

Rev. J. A. Thomas, of New Haven, Macomb County, Michigan, writing 
under date of July 2 to a fellow countryman, Mr. W. Davis, in Salt Lake 
City, uses the highest terms of praise in alluding to the singing of the 
Tabernacle Choir, and other incidents of the recent visit of himself and 
wife to this city. We are permitted to quote from his letter:— __. 

“The matchless renditions of ‘Worthy is the Lamb,’ ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ 
(Handel), and ‘God of Israel,’ by E. Stephens, are still ringing sweetly in 
my.ears. Of a truth, there are at least three wonders in Salt Lake City— 
the Lake, the Temple and the Tabernacle Choir. I venture the assertion 
that the Tabernacle Choir in Salt Lake is not surpassed by any choir in 
the execution of classical music west of Chicago. After they sang, ‘Worthy 
is the Lamb,’ that Sunday afternoon, June 17, I was entirely overcome with 
amazement, gratitide and strange emotions; and had I yielded to my 
Celtic feelings 'and profound sense of gratitude, I would have rushed. for- 
ward and kissed the talented conductor for that musical feast. The.city 
has just reason to be proud of Mr. Stephens and the great choir.” 

That all this praise comes from one who is a competent authority i in 
musical matters will be evident from a further extract from the letter re- 
ferred to:— 

“Having sung these masterpieces with the. greatest choir i in Wales, I 
know whereof I speak. When you will also remember that I was one of 
the select tenors in ‘Caradog’s’ choir in the international competition of 
representative choirs of different nations, and received a medal for o 
victory, and that I have held important positions from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific as tenor and conductor myself, I know you will not depreciate my 
praise for the Tabernacle Choir.” 


THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS. 


THE question has récently a discussed, by theological stodente as to the 
correct understanding of Matthew xii: 40, where the Savior declares that 
He should remain three days and three nights in thé grave. The state- 
ment seems to be irreconcilable with the accepted view that the crucifixion 
occurred on Friday and the resurrection the following Sunday morning. | 

- Phe point raised is one that has puzzled commentators in all ages and 
seems to be one of the most difficult to decide, owing to a lack of detailed 
accounts of the events of the life of the Lord. The generally accepted 
explanation is that the Jews did not have any. word to express a day of 
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twenty-four hours as distinguished from a day proper. Any part of the 
time from sunset till next sunset was therefore referred to as “day and 
night,” and to say that a thing happened after three days and three nights 
was equivalent to our expression, after three days, or, on the third day. 
This explanation has been considered satisfactory by able scholars in all 
ages, notwithstanding the objections to the authenticity of the gospels 
raised on account of the seeming contradiction. 

Other views, however, have also found able defenders. An eminent 
divine, Rev. T. H. Cleland thinks al] diffoulties regarding the accounts 
given of the resurrection can be solved on the supposition that Christ was 
crucified on a Wednesday instead of Friday. He maintains that the 
arrival of the Lord at Bethany must have taken place on a Friday, so as 
not to have to travel on the Sabbath. Six days He spent in and around 
Jerusalem before the crucifixion, which would fix that event on a Wednes- 
day. The pascal lamb was eaten on the 14th of Nisan. In the night 
Jesus was arrested and the following day, convicted and executed, this 
still being the 14th because the Jewish day commenced at sunset and 
lasted till next sunset. The 15th of Nisan was the greatest Sabbath in 
the year, the feast of unleavened bread, and it could fall on any day in the 
week, depending on the full moon. This year Dr. Cleland supposes it to 
have fallen on a Thursday, and everybody rested on that day. The 16th, 
Friday, was not a Sabbath. Then the spices were prepared. The 17th, 
Saturday, was again a Sabbath day and a day of rest. The resurrection 
took place, according to this view, in the evening just as the sun had set 
and the first day of the week, according to Jewish reckoning, had been 
ushered in. This makes three days and three nights complete. 

It is impossible, without entering into minute inquiries that would 
carry us beyond the limit of an ordinary newspaper article, to give a 
definite expression as to the merits of the two views stated. But the 
ee may find some aid in the hints given and pursue the subject 

er. 

One thing must be borne in mind, however. The ancient calculations 
of time were more or less uncertain. Months were calculated from im- 
perfect tables or from the first appearance of the new moons. An assen- 
bly in Jerusalem was charged with the duty of taking observations and 
subordinate bodies in other places performed a similar duty. Persons 
were sent out to watch for the appearance of the moon, and the testimony 
of these did not always agree. In the year of the death of our Savior an 
intercalary month, Veadar, was added to the year, and the exact length 
of this had to be determined by the appearance of the moon of the follow- 
ing Nisan, and if, as was sometimes the case, the added month had been 
announced to contain twenty-nine days but it was afterwards found neces- 
sary to add one day, it is clear that a discrepancy of reckoning might occur, 
so that what some considered the 13th of Nisan would by others be writ- 
ten the 14th. Epiphanius is quoted as authority for the fact that that 
very year some difficulties arose among the Jews about the passover. 

This fact is important, for it proves both that the supposed discrepancies 
in the records of the evangelists would be easily solved if all the facts were 
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obtainable, and also the necessity of proceeding with caution in an inquiry 
which on every step is beset with so many diffioulties.—Deseret News, 


FAOTS AND EVENTS, 


Prince Henry of Bourbon, Duke of Seville, has died at sea on the voyage from the 
Philippine Islands to Barcelona. 

The Senate Committee on territories of the United States congress has decided to reo- 
ommend the admission to the Union of the territories Arizona and New Mexico. 


While a detachment of Federal artillery was moving along the Grand Boulevard in 
Chicago, towards Hyde Park a powder wagon exploded, killing three soldiers, fatally 
wounding one, and seriously injuring three. Seven horses were killed, and injuries are 
reported to several people in the street, 


The Government has asked Congress for an additional vote of $255,000 to pay the legal 
expenses arising from the strikes. Mr, Springer has introduced a bill to create a national 
board for arbitration in labor disputes. The board will consist of three permanent mem- 
bers attached to the Department of Justice. 


For years the residents in Southern Arizona have sought to obtain water by sinking 
artesian wells, but without success, but in a ‘‘ Mormon” settlement near Tombstone success 
has at last crowned their efforts. At a depth of 270 feet water was struck, the stream 
being sent 24 feet into the air. This is the first artesian well obtained in Arizona 


It is said that Professor Alexander Graham Bell is now engaged in experiments looking 
to the perfecting of a machine harnessing electricity to light, so to speak, so that it will 
be possible for one’s vision to be extended to any distance desired. Professor Bell insists 
that the fact has already been demonstrated, and that it only remains to construct the 
apparatus necessary to bring the possibilities of the discovery into actual and practical 
use, 

An interesting experiment to test the usefulness of cyclists as couriers was commenced 
August 6. Several riders left the roadway in front of the White House, Washington, 
U. 8. A., at noon of that day on bicycles with a letter from President Cleveland’s secre- 
tary to Mr. Waite, Governor of Colorado, The document will be taken on by relays of 
cyclists, and was expected to be delivered in Denver, a distance of 2,037 miles, by noon of 
the 14th of August. This would necessitate the cyclists making over ten-and-a-half miles 
per hour, for eight days and nights. 

On July 28, Marseilles, France, was visited by a’serious fire which destroyed a large 
number of residences and rendered some 1000 people homeless. At one time the flames 
shot 200 feet into the air and the heat wasintense. The little town of Cottel, Turkey, has 
been destroyed by fire. The inhabitants are camping out in the neighboring fields and 
woods. There has been some loss of life but it is not reported to what extent. A great 
fire broke out in Chicago on the night of August 1, and spread with marvelous rapidity. 
A number of buildings and thirteen large factories were destroyed. Half a square mile 
of buildings was devastated. It is the largest fire that has taken place in Uhicago since 
the great conflagration of 1872. The loss is placed at $3,000,000. Eighty buildings in- 
cluding the business section of Lambourne, North Dakota, U.S. A., have been burned. 
Loss $200,000. Great damage has been done by forest fires near Ashland, Wis., U.S. A., 
and railroads have sustained heavy losses. The town of Phillips has been destroyed and 
five hundred persons are homeless. The village of Shores Crossing has been reduced to 
ashes, and the inhabitants are being sheltered at Ashland. The White River Lumber 
Company’s mill at Mason City has been burned, and the flames threaten to spread to the 
town itself. The lines and bridge on the Omaha Railway there have been consumed. 
The officials state that the loss to the companies in Mason City alone is a million dollars. 
Homestead dwellers in the outlying districts are fleeing to the nearest towns, leaving their 
homes a prey to the flames. 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 20, 1894. 


SALVATION ;FOR 'THE DEAD. 


TuIs issue of the Star contains a report of an excursion of the workers in 
the Salt Lake Temple to Brigham City, a town some sixty miles north 
of Salt Lake City. This excursion was different to other excursions in 
that it not only proved of physical recreation{to those ,;who participated 
in it, but it also partook of a sacred character and proved a spiritual feast. 
In reading the report we have been caused to reflect upon the blessings 
‘enjoyed by the Latter-day Saints who live under the jvoice Of, inspiration 
and prophecy and also upon the great work now being performed by the 
Latter-day Saints, and we feel to pen these reflections, hoping that they may 
not only comfort and edify the Saints, but may enlighten the minds of such 
as have not accepted the Gospel and into whose hands these lines may 
fall. 

The workers in that sacred house had worked ever since its opening, 

more than a year, faithfully, engaged in a work which is not understood by 
‘the people of the world, or of which they do not see the necessity. They 
say that itis a work that enters into the supernatural and approaches 
superstition, while the Latter-day Saints hold that it is a work perfectly 
natural, as much so as any principle in life that mankind in general can 
grasp. They have revelation to guide their efforts, and they know that 
what they are doing is for the salvation of mankind. They know that all 
those who have never heard of such a work{as thatnow being"performed 
in the temples will notjonly hear of itjat some future time, but will bless 
they day when such work shall be performed{in their behalf. Those who 
hear of it but who sneer and say that it is an imposture will some day be 
glad to learn that they were wrong, even though they may feel to regret 
their unbelief, and they will fervently thank God that a way has’ been 
opened for them whereby they may be able to receive redemption through 
the noble efforts of those whom in this life they despised. 

In that sacred house hundreds and thousands have had baptism and 
other sacred ordinances performed for them. What will this} avail‘jthose 
who are in the spirit world? is a question naturally jarising. This is 
vicarious work, and the world holds that the only vicarious work that can 
be performed for man is that which was performed’ by the Savior. The 
Latter-day Saints are as scrupulous in giving honor]to the Savior as any 

people living, for they fully realize that in Him alone is the power to save, 
but they also have learned that He has His plan for the salvation of man- 
kind, and that He expects that plan to be carried out. When in that plan 
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He lays down a certain vicarious work to be performed for those who have 
not received the Gospel here, who shall say that when the Saints obey 
His commandments and perform that work that they are taking any glory 
from the Savior? The fact is that by thus obeying His commandments 
they add to His glory. | 

The Savior’s grace will not save any one against his will. Itis therefore 
necessary that those who wish to become partakers of His grace shall do 
that which He says must be done in order to profit by His grace. If a 
person is not willing to obey His commandments he is not willing to accept 
His grace, or rather he is not willing to abide the conditions on which His 
grace is extended to him. Consequently those who die without the 
Gospel have not fulfilled the conditions on which grace isobtainable. But 
the Lord is merciful and will give them an opportunity to accept or reject 
the plan of salvation. 

He has declared that His laws must be obeyed. Those who accept the 
Gospel in the spirit world are not released from that obligation. But 
as they are in the spirit world, they are unable to perform the outward ordi- 
nances that the Lord has prescribed as part of His Gospel. What is to be 
done? Not having the power by which they can see to the performance of 
these ordinances themselves they are unable to act. They canindeed express 
repentance and show that they have faith in the Gospel ordinances taught 
them on the otherside, but how are they to have the ordinancesof baptismand 
the laying of hands performed? They cannot do it themselves, and yet 
the law of God is binding: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned ;” therefore they must 
await with patience the labors of those who have accepted the truth, com- 
plied with the law and received from on high authority to look after the 
interests of those who cannot act for themselves. 

As salvation is to all who believe, all the millions who have died without 
a knowledge of the Savior would be lost unless a plan was instituted by 
which they could hear of Him and obtain faith. The Gospel is unchange- 
able. Baptism is a principle of the Gospel, hence, if baptism is necessary 
for those who are now living, it is necessary for all who have ever lived 
upon the earth—all those who lived when the principle of baptism was 
not generally taught to the children of men because of their unbelief. 
Does the work of salvation as preached by the Latter-day Saints extend 
to all those? Yes, to all. 

How are the Saints to learn the names of all those who have thus died? 
That is for the Lord to reveal when the Saints themselves have done all in 
their power to trace the history of their forefathers. Meantime the work is 
progressing and the temples are in constant use in the work for those whose 
lineage the Saints have already traced. If they are faithful in per- 
forming their duty the Lord will aid them in discovering the records of 
their fathers and the work will be completed. Great as is the work 
already done by the Latter-day Saints in this direction it is but a small 
portion of the work that shall eventually be performed. It is a stupend- 
ous work. Its magnitude is almost beyond the comprehension of man; 
- yet; the Saints, in faith relying on the promises of God, have comnienced 
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it, and they feel that there will be found ample time to do all that is neces- 
sary for the human family so long as they are diligent and faithful and 
seek to abide by the revelations given for their guidance from time to 
time. It is a source of joy and comfort to contemplate the work thus 
undertaken, to know how extensive it is intended to be, and to know fur- 
ther that it will be carried out in its completeness in the process of time. 
While the people of the world are living!in ignorance of the great and 
glorious truths that are within their grasp if they possessed only sufficient 
faith to reach out and partake of them the saints are laboring for their salva- 
tion. For the redemption of mankind theyare “toiling by day and by night.” 
It is a glorious work and though the end to be accomplished and all the de- 
tails of this great work are still a mystery to man, the Saints have no fear. 
They have tried the Lord in times past and their faith has always been 
rewarded. They know that it will be rewarded in this work and that they 
shall have joy in the kingdom of their Father with those whom they rescue 
from the grasp of our common enemy—Satan. Could the world see the 
beauty of this plan it seems that the principle of self-preservation alone, 
would cause them to accept the Gospel. But for some reason it is blinded, 
and the Saints, while praying that God may grant repentance to the world, 
are able only to perform their duty and leave the outcome with Him who 
rules on high. J. V. B. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Samuel Gerrard has been appointed 
to labor as Traveling Elder in the Liverpool Conference. 

Elder Enos Bennion has been released from his labors in the Cheltenham 
Conference and has been appointed to labor in the London Conference. 


ArRIvALs.—Elders Bengt M. Ravsten of Clarkston, Cache County, Utah, 
and Niels A. Mérck of Salt Lake City, arrived in Liverpool, August 1, 
per Anchor steamer Anchoria, via Glasgow on their way to the missionary 
field in Scandinavia. | 

Elder Samuel Gerrard of Taylorsville, Salt Lake County, Utah, arrived 
in Liverpool, August 8, per Anchor steamer Circassia, via Glasgow. He 
was accompanied by Elder Frederick Ottosen of Castle Dale, Emery 
County, Utah, who is on a visit to his native country, Denmark. 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


THE Birmingham Conference was held at the Latter-day Saints Chapel, 
Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, Hockley, Birmingham, Sunday, July 29, 1894. 
There were present: Anthon H. Lund,'President of the European Mis- 
sion; Thomas E. Taylor, of the Liverpool Office, and John D. Owen, late 
of the London Conference; Charles A. Callis, Traveling Elder in the 
Liverpool Conference; A. C. Lund, of Ephraim, Utah, son of President 
Lund; W. H. Lyman, President of, and Thomas J. Page, Timothy Terry, 
W. 8S. Barnes, Joseph H. Turley, John Burrows, Joseph 8. Mousley, Jobe 
Hill, Harvey Woodyatt, Edward Southwick and Ben R. Eldredge, Travel- 
ing Elders in, the Birmingham Conference. 

During the day three excellent meetings were held, those of the after- 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 539 


noon and evening being exceedingly well attended by the Saints and a 
large number of strangers, who listened very attentively to the remarks of 
President Lund and the Elders who were privileged to address them. 

In the afternoon the general authorities of the Church and of the 
European Mission, and the President and Traveling Elders in the Bir- 
mingham Conference, together with the Presidents and Presiding Elders 
of the various branches of the Conference, were presented afd unani- 
mously sustained. 

The report of the statistics, and labor performed by the Elders for the 
six months ending July 28, was read as follows: Seventies 11; Elders 20; 
Priests 9; Teachers 4; Deacons 6; members 207; total officers and members 
257; baptized 25; confirmed 25; children blessed 5; emigrated over eight 
years of age 9; emigrated under eight years of age 3; members received 
1; died 2; in-door meetings held 310; street meetings held 4; books loaned 
32; books given away 20; books sold 37; administrations 18; Gospel con- 
versations 168; tracts distributed 16,623. 

President Lund proved with an irrefutable argument that there is but 
one Gospel, that of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and that is a Gospel 
of revelation. He showed plainly, from a scriptural and reasonable 


standpoint, the folly of the very prevalent doctrine taught by professed _ 


believers in Christ, that a mere belief, exclusive of works, is all that is 
required in order to obtain a salvation in the presence of God, and said 
that that doctrine had lulled men to sleep regarding the true plan of 
salvation. We were greatly blessed by the assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
and the Saints felt it a great privilege to be able to assemble and hear the 
excellent instructions and partake of the good influence that prevailed. 

The choir deserves praise for the able manner in which they rendered 
the various hymns and anthems, as do also a number of the sisters to 
whose efforts the beautiful floral decorations were due. 

On the following day, the Elders met in the capacity of a priesthood 
meeting, at which those laboring in this conference reported their labors, 
after which President Lund, in his usual kind and fatherly manner, gave 
many valuable instructions regarding the best course to pursue in per- 
forming our labors. 

In the evening, the Elders and Saints, with a number of their friends, 
met together and passed a few pleasant hours in social chat, song and 
recreation. Thus ended our very profitable and enjoyable conference. 

W.S. Barnes, Clerk of Conference. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JOHN LYMAN SMITH. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 527.] 
In 1844, during the increase of troubles and mobocracy in Hancock County, 
Illinois, orders were issued for the Macedonia troop of the Nauvoo Legion 
to march to Nauvoo. The troops being assembled and the dispatches read, 
Captain Babbit made the following speech, as near as my memory serves: 
“My men, I love you, but I will not go, and will say that not one of you 
who start for Nauvoo will ever reach that place alive.” My father, presi- 
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dent of the branch, stepped in front of the company, and in a clear, 
distinct voice said: “Every man of you that goes at the call of the Prophet 
shall go and return safely and not a hair of your heads shall be lost; and 
I bless you in the name of the Lord.” 

The troop, seventy-five in number, quickly voted for Lieut. Yager to take 
command, and in one hour we were onthe march. For some days previous 
the rain had been falling in torrents; creeks and sloughs were overflowing 
and the roads were ankle-deep in mud. Some six or eight of our party 
were mounted on horses, the balance trailing behind the baggage-wagons, 
‘holding our arms and ammunition above our heads, s as we were often waist- 
deep in water. 

About five miles on our way, we encountered a band of mounted men 
with red flags flying. They were twice our number, and had gathered 
around a log house, some fifty yards to the left of the road. The rode 
around the house several times and fired at us as they made the circle, the 
bullets whistling through the air and some of them ploughing up the 
ground before reaching our line. Captain Yager placed our men in file at 
three paces space, directing each man to load well, but hold fire until we 
could see them wink; just as we were nearly opposite them they took 
fright and broke into a run across the prairie toward Carthage. 

We reached Nauvoo about daylight, and encamped in front of Foster’s 
big brick house near the Temple. Our camp equipage was placed by the 
side of a log which reached halfway across the street. While I was guard- 
ing the baggage, Joseph the Prophet rode up to the log, reached his hand 
to me and inquired after uncle and aunt. He held me by the hand 
and pulled me forward until I was obliged to step upon the log. When 
turning his horse sideways he drew me step by step to near the end of the 
log, when seeing that each foot left marks upon the bark he asked me what 
was the matter with my feet. I replied the prairie grass had cut my shoes 
to pieces and wounded my feet, but they would soon be all right. I noticed 
the hand he raised to his face was wet, and looking up I saw his cheeks 
covered with tears. He placed his hand on my head and said, “God bless 
you, my dear boy,” and asked if others of the company were in the same 
plight. Ireplied that a number of them were. Turning his face toward 
Mr. Lathrop as the latter came to the door of his store, the Prophet said: 
“Let these men have some shoes.” Lathrop said: “I have no shoes,” 
Joseph’s quick reply was, “ Let them have boots, then.” 

Joseph then turned to me and said, “Johnnie, the troops will be disbanded 
and return home. I shall go to Carthage for trial, under the protection of 
the governor.” Then leaning towards me, with one hand on ‘my head, he 
said: “ Have no fears, for you shall yet see Israe] triumph and in peace.” 
This was the last time I saw and spoke with Joseph the Prophet while 
living, and the sensation and impression made upon me will never be for- 
gotten. On June 20th, 1844, the troops disbanded, and we marched home, 
numbers of my brethren as well as myself being very thankful for the 
protection our boots afforded to our wounded feet. 

On June 27th, 1844, while on picket duty on one of the main streets of 
- Macedonia, word came that Joseph and Hyrum had been murdered at 
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specified we heard the firing of guns from that direction it being only a few 
miles distant. The report was confirmed soon after. 

On the 29th my father and family, with the Saints generally, visited 
Nauvoo and passed through the room in the Mansion house where the 
bodies of the Prophet and Patriarch lay, while thousands viewed them. 
My eyes were dry and it seemed to me they would burn out of my head, 
but no tears relieved me. After the burial ceremonies were over we 
returned to Macedonia. Many threats were made, and much talk of 
vourdering all the Smith relatives. During the summer we removed to 
Nauvoo and with the assistance of many friends we built a room or two 
adjoining my brother George A. Smith’s house. My father administered 
hundreds of patriarchal blessings, having been ordained a Patriarch by 
Joseph and Hyrum before they were murdered. 

On Nov. 12th, 1844, while we were sitting around the fire, just after 
breakfast, my father and brother George A. walked across the room and 
placed their hands upon my head and ordained me an Elder in the Church, 
sealing the Melchisedek Priesthood upon me, with an excellent blessing, 
promising, if I would be faithful and follow the whispering of the .Holy 
Spirit that I should never lack. I was directed to go to the house of 
Brother David Smith and administer to him, his wife and sister, as they 
were all very sick with the chills and fever. Father and brother had been 
sent for, but as they were called to meet with the council, could not go. 
They said to me if I would go I should see the power of God made mani- 
fest. In my own heart I made a covenant that I would go and do what I 
could, and if the Lord would give me utterance, and show me His power, 
I would promise to do all that was required of me. 

On my way, two blocks distant, I asked an elderly gentleman who was 
hoeing in his garden to accompany me. The manner in which he threw 
his hoe from his hands made me tremble and feel sorry that I had asked 
him to accompany me. Upon entering the door of the house we saw Sister 
Lucy lying upon a bed near the passage, shaking so hard that I could hear 
her teeth chatter and could see the bed shake. I remarked to her that 
father and brother had sent us to administer to them. I took a bottle of 
consecrated oil and anointed her head. When I asked the brother to 
seal the same and bless her, his reply was: “I cannot do it, I never did 
such a thing in my life.” 


A whisper in my ear seemed to say: “Ha! ha! I’ve got you now; you 


cannot say anything, for you do not know anything.” I stood with open 
mouth about a minute. Recovering slightly I said, partially aloud, “Get 
behind me Satan,” and sealed the anointing upon her, and commanded 
her to cease shaking and arise and be made whole. I felt no lack of words 
and knew I spoke with power. As I said “Amen,” the brother sprang 
from the door and returned to his hoe. 

Brother David lay upon a bed in one corner and his wife Phebe upon 
another. She whispered, “Bless me.” She was shaking harder, if possi- 
ble, than Sister Lucy had done. I never came so near saying “I cannot,” 
during my life since, The voice in my ear, with that sarcastic “Ha! ha!” 
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said: “You can do no more; you are & fool and can do nothing.” At this 
stage life and light seemed to enter me. I took the oil and anointed her 
head and sealed it upon her and commanded her to cease shaking and be 
made whole. From that moment she ceased shaking. 

Upon glancing around I discovered Sister Lucy dressed and building a 
fire to cook some food. I turned to Brother David. He reached my hand 
and placed it upon his head. It seemed to me that no man could shake 
as hedid. That voice said: “You need not try him, for you cannot stop 
him.” I took the oil in my hand and said: “Satan, close thy mouth.” I 
gave Brother David a spoon full of oil and I fairly poured the oil over his 
head and anointed his neck and shoulders and sealed the same, command- 
ing him in the authority of the Holy Priesthood to cease shaking and be 
made whole, and telling the adversary, in the name of the Lord, to leave 
the house. 

How long I wrestled I know not, but I know that most of the afternoon 
had slipped away and the shadows of evening were gathering around. 
The family were healed and I know it was by the power of God. From 
that day to this I have never hada doubt. To the Almighty be all the 
honor. | 

November 17, 1844, was my 16th birthday. I accompanied my brother 
George A. to the Seventies’ hall, where I was ordained a Seventy under 
the hands of Zera Pulsipher and Levi W. Hancock, and was united with 
the twelfth quorum, with Hyrum Dayton senior president. On July 9, 
1845, I was married by my father to Augusta B. Cleveland, daughter of 
John Cleveland and Sarah Marietta Kingsly Cleveland. She was born at 
Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio, December 7, 1828. The afternoon we 
spent at a reunion of the Smith family held at the Mansion house, Nauvoo. 
At this dinner were several of the Twelve Apostles who blessed us and 
pronounced many good wishes in our ears, as also did the large assembly 
present. 

My father built some additional rooms, a frame barn, stable, and carri- 
age-house. I worked in the Nauvoo House store as a clerk, receiving and 
dealing out provisions to the workmen most of the winter; also with Wm. 
H. McClerry, husband of the Prophet Joseph’s sister, Sophronia, getting 
out wagon timber, he being a wagon maker. I also made a couple of trips 
to Quincy, fifty miles, with team and bought iron for ironing off wagons. 
In the early winter of 1846 myself and wife received our blessings in the 
Nauvoo Temple. As I was not born in the Church I was sealed to my 
father and mother. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Samuel L. J. Graves, the ten-year-old son of W. A. and Eliza Graves, was drowned on 
Saturday afternoon, June 30, in a canal west of the Jordan river while bathing. 
Ester McOullough aged 14 and Nettie Acord, aged 13, both of Coyote, were drowned 
in the Sevier River, June 6, 1894, while bathing. Both bodies were recovered. 
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There are now mustered in thirteen infantry companies and five cavalry companies in 
the Utah militia Nearly 800 men are now enrolled. 

William H. King, of Utah County, has been nominated as associate justice of the 
Supreme Court, Utah, and his name sent to the Senate to be confirmed. 

A swarm of bees has taken up its abode in one of the spires of the Assembly Hall, Salt 
Lake City. Many incline to the belief that a large amount of honey is stored up in the 
spire. 

One of the most beautiful specimens of Utah onyx has recently been exhibited in Salt 
Lake City. The slab which is two by three feet and one and a half inches thick is of a 
light amber color, beautifully marked and without any seams of any kind. It is remark- 
ably transparent. The stone is well polished. 

The family and descendants of the late Orson Pratt, of the council of the Twelve 
Apostles, met July 13 in a happy reunion to the number of about seventy-five at the resi- 
dence of Captain F. M. Bishop, whose wife is a daughter of the deceased pioneer. An 
excellent program of recitations, musical renditions, both vocal and instrumental, was 
given. 

Byron, son of N. W. Allred, Jr., of Spring City, a lad of eighteen years, accidentally 
fell over a steep, rocky ledge at the east mountains July 6, and was instantly killed. The 
body was found by a search party July 8. He had fallen almost three hundred feet and 
the body when found was in a crushed condition and being exposed to the sun for three 
days, was badly decomposed. 


The child born to Mrs. Annie Stevens, who lately returned from Samoan Islands, died 
on Sunday morning July 1, at 10 o’clock. She has the sympathy of all who know her in 
her intense grief. It will be remembered that but a short time ago her husband was 
buried in Samoa, and the grief-stricken wife returned to her home in Fairview early in 
June, the boy being born the same day she reached home, 

The sides of the mountains and adjoining lands southeast of Brigham City are literally 
alive with grasshoppers. They are of many varieties, colors and sizes. They can hardly 
be driven out of the lucern fields, vegetable gardems and orchards, where they are creating 
sad havoc. Several other places near by hav suffered from their visita. But the 
tract over which they have spread so far is comparatively small and has affected but few 
people. 

A New York paper of recent date, alluding to the awards recently made at the law 
school of the famous Cornell University to the junior class in elocution, makes prominent 
mention of two Utah boys. The participants were ten in number, and the speaking, says 
the paper, was of a high order of excellence. The first prize was taken by F. N. Nebeker, 
of Logan, Utah; and the first among those entitled to ‘“‘honorable mention” was Ray 
Van Cott of Salt Lake City. 


Is is said that intense excitement is being created over what is thought to be very rich 
placer grounds at the head of Salina Canyon. About twenty-five locations have been 
made, and a wining-district has been created. It is reported that the diggings have been 
worked many years ago, presumably by the Spaniards, and surrounded by fortications in 
a half-ruined condition. A pan of dirt will show many colors and as high as twenty-five 
cents of gold dust has been washed from a single pan. 

Four years ago, Bryant S. Wells, left Salt Lake City for a course in the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, New York. In that great institution hard study and 
rigid discipline are required of the cadets, and during the four years of constant training 
the students are permitted to have but one leave of absence, which does not come until 
the first half of the course has been completed. Two years ago Mr. Wells came home 
for his vacation, but he has now completed the course of study, has graduated, and re- 
ceived the rank of second lieutenant in the United States Army. He expects to be as- 
signed to duty, probably at Fort Douglas or at Omaha, with his own preferences naturally 
in favor of the former. 


_ 


